
ing. These included six village
roads in Chamoli, three roads in
Tehri, two in Dehradun and one
each in Pauri and Pithoragarh
districts. Road-clearing opera-
tions were underway at all
affected locations, officials said.
In Chamoli, work was in
progress to reopen the Choora-
gad-Sutol Kanol village road,
which was blocked. 

The state recorded 5.9 mm of
rainfall against a normal of 9.8
mm during the 24 hours ending
at 8.30 am on Friday, a deficit of
40%. Bageshwar and Chamoli
recorded surplus rainfall, receiv-
ing 12.6 mm, or 138% above nor-
mal, and 12.2 mm, or 76% above
normal, respectively. Several dis-
tricts, however, recorded signifi-
cant rainfall deficits.  On August
30, isolated heavy rainfall is
likely in Dehradun, Pauri, Rud-
raprayag, and Pithoragarh.

Mahendra Bhatt

HT Correspondent
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MUSSOORIE: India Meteorologi-
cal Centre, Dehradun, has issued
an orange alert for parts of
Uttarakhand, forecasting heavy
to very heavy rainfall along with
very intense to extremely intense
spells on August 31 and Septem-
ber 1, while a yellow alert has
been sounded for August 29 and
30. The warning comes as light
to moderate rainfall continued
across the state during the past
24 hours, with isolated areas wit-
nessing heavy showers. A sud-
den rise in the water level of the
Hunda stream damaged agricul-
tural land in Panjyala village of
Uttarkashi district on Thursday
evening, officials said. Following
information from local resi-
dents, an administrative team
comprising the Dunda tehsildar
and the Matli revenue sub-in-
spector reached the spot to
inspect the affected area and
assess the damage.

No loss of human life or live-
stock was reported, officials said,
adding that an assessment of the
damage to agricultural land was
underway. Meanwhile, 13 roads
across Uttarakhand remained
blocked due to landslides and
boulder falls until Friday even-

IMD issues orange 
alert for heavy rain 
on Aug 31 and Sept 1

THE WARNING 
COMES AS LIGHT 
TO MODERATE 
RAINFALL 
CONTINUED 
ACROSS THE STATE 
DURING THE PAST 
24 HOURS

adding that the government con-
sidered women’s empowerment
one of its key priorities.

He highlighted several central
and state government schemes
aimed at improving the social
and economic status of women.
Referring to initiatives of the
Narendra Modi-led government,
Dhami said schemes such as Jan
Dhan Yojana, Mudra Yojana,
Ujjwala Yojana and Swachh Bha-
rat Mission had helped improve
women’s access to banking,
credit, clean cooking fuel and
sanitation.

Speaking about Uttarakhand-
specific initiatives, Dhami said
the Nanda Gaura Yojana pro-
vides financial assistance of
₹11,000 at the birth of a daughter
and ₹51,000 after she passes
Class 12. Under the Mukhyaman-
tri Mahalakshmi Kit Yojana,
essential kits are provided to
mothers and newborns, while
the 181 women’s helpline and
One Stop Centres offer assist-
ance and support to women, he
said. The state government has
also provided 30% reservation
for women in government servi-
ces, Dhami said.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

HALDWANI:  A 38-year-old man
was arrested in Lalkuan for
allegedly posting and circulat-
ing derogatory remarks against
the Hindu religion on social
media, officials said on Friday.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Deepak Bharti, a resi-
dent of Gaula Gate in the Hal-
duchaur area.

According to Manoj Kumar

Katyal, superintendent of
police (city), Haldwani, Hindu
organisations submitted a writ-
ten complaint at Lalkuan police
station on Thursday, alleging
that Bharti had posted objec-
tionable content against the
Hindu religion on social media.

Following the complaint,
police registered an FIR against
Bharti under Section 172(2) of
the BNS. Police said action was
taken in view of the alleged
content and the need to main-

tain communal harmony and
prevent any disturbance to
public order. Bharti was
arrested on Thursday night.

“Legal action will be taken
against anyone posting objec-
tionable material on social
media with the alleged inten-
tion of creating tension or dis-
turbing communal harmony,”
Katyal said. Police said they
were also examining the social
media posts and other evidence
as part of the investigation.

Lalkuan man held for derogatory 
social media posts about religion
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DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand chief
minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
announced a series of welfare
measures for women on Friday,
including free travel on state
government buses for women
aged 60 and older. The state gov-
ernment is also introducing 10
new Pink e-buses dedicated to
women and increasing financial
assistance allocated through the
Women’s Self-Employment
Scheme,  the chief minister said.
The announcements were made
during a Raksha Bandhan pro-
gramme at Chakarpur Stadium
in Khatima, where women tied
rakhi to the chief minister.

Dhami said the festival sym-
bolised the bond of love, trust
and responsibility between
brothers and sisters and reiter-
ated his government’s commit-
ment to women’s safety, empow-
erment and financial independ-
ence.

The chief minister said,
“Women aged 60 and above
would now be entitled to free
travel on government buses. He
also announced that 10 Pink
E-buses for women would be
operated under the PM-eBus
Sewa scheme”.

To promote entrepreneurship
among women, Dhami said the
financial allocation under the
Women’s Self-Employment
Scheme, which was earlier
capped at ₹2 lakh, would be
increased. “The love and affec-
tion shown by all the sisters give
me the strength to work harder
and serve the people with
renewed energy,” Dhami said,

Free bus travel 

for women over 

60 in state: CM
THE STATE HAS 
PROVIDED 30% 
RESERVATION 
FOR WOMEN IN 
GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, DHAMI 
SAID, ADDING THAT 
SELF-HELP GROUPS 
CAN AVAIL LOANS 
SANS  INTEREST

CM Pushkar Singh Dhami at a  Raksha Bandhan programme in 
Khatima on Friday.                                               HT PHOTO
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DEHRADUN: The Congress has
set up a new team of office-bear-
ers for the Uttarakhand Pradesh
Congress Committee’s (PCC)
social media department ahead
of the assembly elections,
appointing senior party spokes-
person and advocate Abhinav
Thapar as its chairman.

The appointments were
approved by Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge with imme-
diate effect, according to a state-
ment issued by the party.

Thapar, who has more than
two decades of organisational
experience, has held several
positions in the National Stu-
dents’ Union of India (NSUI),
Youth Congress and the state
PCC, the party said. His organisa-
tional experience, active involve-
ment in party affairs and com-
mitment were among the factors
considered while assigning him
the responsibility of heading the
social media department, it
added.

Bharat Sharma and Harshit
Singh Bisht have been appointed
co-chairpersons of the depart-
ment. The party has also
appointed Madhusudan Sunder-
iyal, Rohit Bhatt, Dinesh Chan-
dra Tamta and Jasveer Kaur as
coordinators. The new appoint-
ments come as political parties
in Uttarakhand prepare for the
upcoming assembly elections,
with social media expected to
play an increasingly important
role in reaching out to voters,
particularly younger sections of
the electorate.

Congress said the newly con-
stituted team would focus on
strengthening the party’s pres-
ence across social media plat-
forms and communicating its
ideology, policies and pro-
grammes to the public. 

STATE CONG SETS 
UP NEW SOCIAL 
MEDIA TEAM 
AHEAD OF POLLS 

“Congress is trying to create
caste-based animosity and dam-
age the image of Devbhoomi
Uttarakhand,” Parihar said.

He claimed that no incident
involving caste-based insult had
taken place and accused the
Congress of using the issue for
political gains. “When there has
been no incident of caste-based
insult or any such event, it is
shameful that the Congress is
trying to damage the image of
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HALDWANI:  A 56-year-old man
allegedly beat his 45-year-old
wife to death with a stick follow-
ing an argument at their home
in the Devla Talla area of Gaula-
par in Nainital district on
Thursday, police said on Friday.

The accused, identified as
Mahendra Singh Rawat, has
been taken into custody and an
FIR registered in connection
with the incident.

According to Manoj Kumar
Katyal, Haldwani superintend-

ent of police (city), Rawat him-
self called the emergency ser-
vice around noon on Thursday
and informed police that he had
assaulted his wife, leaving her
seriously injured.

A police team immediately
reached the spot and took
Rawat into custody. By then, his
wife, Neelam Rawat, had been
taken to Dr Sushila Tiwari Gov-
ernment Hospital for treatment.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that an argument
broke out between the couple.
Rawat allegedly claimed that
the dispute escalated after

Neelam picked up a sword kept
inside the house and moved
towards him.

“Rawat then picked up a stick
and allegedly struck his wife
several times on the head, caus-
ing serious injuries,” Katyal
said. Neelam collapsed uncon-
scious and was rushed to hospi-
tal, where she succumbed to her
injuries late Thursday night.

Police recovered the stick and
sword from the house and col-
lected other evidence. Rawat
remains in custody and is being
questioned. Further investiga-
tion is underway.

Man held for beating wife to death 
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DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand has
reported 65 cases of H1N1 influ-
enza so far, with Dehradun
accounting for 60 infections,
prompting the state health
department to direct all districts
to intensify surveillance and
strengthen preparedness to deal
with influenza and other respi-
ratory illnesses.

According to the state health
department, five people who
tested positive for H1N1 have
died so far. However, officials
said all the deceased patients
had underlying comorbid con-
ditions, and a health audit
would be conducted to deter-
mine whether H1N1 was a con-
tributing factor in the deaths.

Dr Sunita Tamta, state
director of medical and health
services, said that 65 H1N1 cases
had been reported in Uttara-
khand as of Wednesday. Of
these, 60 cases were recorded in
Dehradun, while the remaining
five infections were reported

from other districts.
“There is no need to panic.

Only a few of the active cases
are hospitalised, while the oth-
ers are doing fine,” Dr Tamta
said. The health department has
issued an advisory asking dis-
trict authorities to step up sur-
veillance and ensure that hospi-
tals and other health facilities
are adequately equipped to han-
dle cases of influenza and other
respiratory infections.

Under the advisory, districts
have been directed to
strengthen their preparedness
by ensuring sufficient treatment
capacity, including dedicated
isolation facilities, intensive
care unit beds, ventilators and
oxygen support.

Health facilities have also
been asked to ensure the availa-
bility of adequate medical per-
sonnel and critical supplies
required for patient care. These
include doctors, nurses, essen-
tial medicines, personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE), N-95
masks and other necessary
medical items.

H1N1 cases up 65, state 
steps up surveillance 
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DEHRADUN: The controversy
surrounding the “purification” of
the venue where Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
addressed a rally in Haldwani on
August 8 resurfaced after Uttara-
khand BJP president Mahendra
Bhatt defended the ritual. In
response, the Congress
announced a silent protest at the
same venue on August 30.

“We have planned a silent
protest at the same venue
against the purification incident
and in support of Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and to
demand social equality,” Leader
of Opposition in the Uttara-
khand assembly Yashpal Arya
said. “We have appealed to peo-
ple to unite and raise their voice
for equality, dignity and social
justice,” he added. Defending the

ritual, Bhatt earlier this week
said the rally was held at Ramlila
Maidan, where, slogans were
raised that were inappropriate
for the venue.

“Kharge’s rally was held at
Ramlila Maidan in Haldwani
where such slogans were raised
that were inappropriate. If the
place was later purified, Con-
gress leaders are actually mak-
ing a mockery of their own
leader Kharge...,” Bhatt said.

The BJP, meanwhile, accused
the Congress of attempting to
create caste-based tensions in
Uttarakhand over the incident
and alleged that the opposition
party was trying to tarnish the
image of the state.

BJP state general secretary
Kundan Parihar said the com-
plaints filed by the Congress
against Bhatt and the party were
baseless and aimed at gaining
media attention.

Devbhoomi for its petty politics,”
he said. Parihar also accused the
Congress of pursuing a “divisive
agenda” after losing two consec-
utive elections in the state. He
claimed that Uttarakhand had
never witnessed an atmosphere
of caste discrimination or ani-
mosity. “Congress can see its
third consecutive defeat in the
upcoming elections and is there-
fore conspiring to divide society
along caste lines without caring
about the state’s image,” he said.

“The political level of the Con-
gress has fallen so low that it is
involving its own national presi-
dent in this false narrative. BJP
workers are deeply angry over
the unnecessary dragging of
Mahendra Bhatt into the contro-
versy,” Parihar added.

He said people in Uttarakhand
understood what he described as
an attempt to vitiate the state’s
social atmosphere and damage

its image, adding that the BJP
would not allow the “Congress
conspiracy” to succeed.

State Congress vice-president
Suryakant Dhasmana criticised
the BJP leaders for defending the
act and said the party filed com-
plaints against Bhatt’s statement
but no FIR has been registered.

“It is unfortunate that the BJP
leaders are justifying the act. We
filed complaints against Bhatt’s
statement, but it has not been
translated into an FIR. We
demand action against him,”
Dhasmana said.

“The BJP national president
should clarify whether they have
taken a different stand from
what JP Nadda said in Parlia-
ment,” he added. Dhasmana
accused the BJP of attempting to
spread caste-based hatred and
said the issue concerned consti-
tutional values and social equal-
ity.

‘Purification’ row resurfaces 

as BJP minister defends ritual

[A] PROCUREMENT: Tender No. (1) E-3094: 22 kV to 400
kV Bus Post Insulators without clamp Connector & w/o
structure, (2) E-3120: Supply and Implementation of AI-
Based, Predict ive, Continuous and Non-Invasive
Transformer Monitoring system (Hardware + Software + free
support for 5 Years) for EHV transformers, (3) E-3103:
Purchase of 22 kV & 66 kV CT-PT.
[B] CIVIL: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/CIVIL - 663, 666,
668:- (1)Construction of C.R. Building, Foundations, Precast
Cable Trench, etc. at 66 kV Bolas S/s, under Junagadh
Circle, (2)Const. of C.R. Building, Foundation, Cable Trench,
etc. at 66 kV Sari S/s Under Nadiad Circle, (3) Const. of
C'Wall, Area Grading with periphery water drain & misc. civil
works etc. at 220 kV Luvana (K) S/s under Palanpur Circle.
[C] LINE: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ E-491/TL/132KV/
S&E:-Design, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of
conversion work of existing 132 kV S/C Haldarwa-Bharuch
line into D/C from Loc no-21 to Bharuch Gantry with ACSR
Panther cond. and 24F OPGW cable.
[D] SUBSTATION:ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ E-488, 495:-
(1) Design, Engineering, Manufacturing, Supply, Erection,
Testing, and commissioning of 220 kV & 66 kV GIS eq. &
materials on Turnkey basis including civil works for 220 kV
Godadara GIS S/s, (2) Design, engineering, manufacturing,
supply, erection, testing & commissioning of 132 kV and 33
kV eq. and materials on EPC basis excluding civil works for
132/33 kV Bhestan S/s.
A b o v e t e n d e r s a r e a v a i l a b l e o n w e b s i t e
www.getcogujarat.com (for view and download only) &
tender.nprocure.com (For view, download and online
tender submissions).
Note: Bidders are requested to be in touch with our website
till opening of the tenders.

Date:28/08/2026
Additional Chief Engineer
(Procurement & Contracts)

TENDER NOTICE NO. ACE (P&C) : TN-12: 2026-2027

GUJARAT ENERGY TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LIMITED

Registered & Corporate Office, Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan,
Racecourse, VADODARA – 390 007
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